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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



Office of Factory Inspectors. 

Providence, R. I., January, 1910. 
To His Excellency Aram J. Pothier, 

Governor, State of Rhode Island: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1215 of the Public 
Laws, we have the honor to submit to yqu, and through you to the 
General Assembly, this the fourteenth annual report of the Factory 
Inspectors of this State, covering the inspection of factories, work- 
shops, and mercantile establishments during the year ending De- 
■cember 31, 1909. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. ELLERY HUDSON, 

Chief Factory Inspector. 
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REPORT. 



The Chief Factory Inspector respectfully presents the following as 
the sixteenth annual report of the department: 

There have been nineteen hundred and seventy-three (1,973) es- 
tablishments inspected during the year. This is an increase of sixty 
(60) over the number reported last year. 

The number of employees in the various establishnients was 
divided as follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 91,038 

Females of sixteen years and over 44,909 

Total adults 135,947 

Males under sixteen years of age. . . * 2,799 

Females under sixteen years of age 2,732 

Whole number of children 5,531 

Whole number employed 141,478 

The foregoing figures, compared with those given in our last re- 
port, show an increase of ten thousand six hundred and fifteen(10,615) 
in the number of male adults employed; an increase of three thou- 
sand two hundred and seventy-two (3,272) in the number of female 
adults employed; an increase of two hundred and seventy (270) in 
the number of boys employed; an increase of three hundred and 
thirty-seven (337) in the number of girls employed; a total in- 
crease of thirteen thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven (13,887) 
in the number of adults employed; a total increase of six hundred 
and .seven (607) in the number of children employed; and a total 
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increase of fourteen thousand four hundred and ninety-four (14,494) 
in the whole number employed. 

There was an increase in the total number employed in every 
county in the State; and in every city and town, with the exception 
of Cumberland, Scituate, Smithfield, East Greenwich, and North 
Kingstown, which show a combined decrease of 199. There waS'an 
increase in the number of children employed in every county, and 
in every city and town excepting Scituate, Barrington, East Green- 
wich, Newport, Tiverton, North Kingstown, and Westerly, which 
show a combined decrease of 46. 

While there has been a very large increase in the number em- 
ployed in the State, carrying with it an increase of 607 in the number 
of children employed, the percentage of child labor remains the 
same as last year — 3.9. Of the whole number of workers reported, 
nearly fifty per cent, were employed in the textile industries. In no 
other northern State will so large a proportion of textile workers be 
found; the next highest, according to United States Census Reports, 
being but about twenty-five per cent. In view of these facts, I feel 
justified in claiming that Rhode .Island ranks favorably with other 
States in its proportion of child workers. The matter of chief con- 
cern at the present time is the making sure that the interests of this 
army of child workers, as regards their educational and physical 
well-being, are properly conserved. 

Much yet remains to be done in this connection. 

The number of employees in the jewelry and silverware manu- 
factories was divided as follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 9,391 

Females of sixteen years and over 3,947 

Total adults 13,338 

Males under sixteen years of age 193 

Females under sixteen years of age 142 

Whole number of children 335 

Total number employed 13^673 
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The following shows the increase or decrease in the number of adults 
and children employed in the different counties, cities, and towns: 



The State, Cotjnties, 


Adults. 


Children. 


Total Employed. 


Cities, and Towns. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


THK STATE 


13,887 

12.649 

166 

199 

1.529 




607 

561 

17 

45 

5 

45 

16 

3 

37 

17 

17 

1 

118 

230 




14.494 

13,210 

183 

244 

1,534 




Pbovidencb County. . . 

'Riirrillville 














rVrntra.! Falls 


















142 




97 


East Providence 

Glocester. 


305 

29 

465 

503 

165 

275 

1.303 

7,276 




321 

32 

502 

520 

182 

276 

1.421 

7,606 


















Liincoln 








North Providence. . . . 








North Smithfield 








Pawtucket 














SritUAte . . ... 


15 
39 


4 


19 


Smithfield 




8 

6 

32 




31 


Woonsocket 


630 
561 
5 
445 
111 
300 
30 




636 
593 
3 
452 
138 
317 
45 




■RUTRTOT. ConNTT 








BarriniEton 




2 




Bristol 




7 
27 
17 
15 




Warren 








Kent County 








Coventrv 








East Greenwich 




10 


10 


Warwick 


270 
56 
46 
10 

321 

14 

76 

2 

130 

107 

25 




12 


282 
41 
41 




Newpobt County 




15 
5 
10 




Newport 








Tiverton 








Washington County.. . 




12 


333 

14 

76 

2 




Exeter 








Hopkinton 










Narrasansett 










North Kingstown .... 


33 




9 


42 


Richmond 


6 
21 


136 

128 

19 




South Elingstown .... 








Westerly 




6 
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The following table shows the number of men, women, boys, and 
girls employed in the State, and also the percentage of child labor 
by counties, cities, and towns: 



The State, Counties, 
Cities, and Towns 



THE STATE 

Providence County. . . 

Burrillville 

Central Falls 

Cranston 

Cumberland 

East Providence 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence 

North Smithfield 

Pawtucket 

Providence 

Scituate 

Smithfield 

Woonsocket 

Bristol County 

Harrington 

Bristol 

Warren 

Kent County 

Coventry 

East Greenwich 

Warwick 

Nbwfort County 

Newport 

Tiverton 

Washington County.. . 

Charlestown 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

Narragansett 

North Kingstown . . . . 

Richmond 

South Kingstown . . . . 

Westerly 



Adults. 



Men. 



91,038 

79,087 

1,827 

1,081 

2,348 

3,233 

1.711 

42 

628 

2,264 

1,008 

883 

10,025 

45,924 

350 

622 

7,240 

2.862 

64 

1,723 

1,075 

5.414 

953 

364 

4,097 

1,088 

698 

390 

2,587 

6 

6 

278 

5 

344 

314 

615 

1,119 



Women. 



44,909 

38,674 

934 

1,392 

296 

1,956 

283 

20 

799 

672 

760 

517 

6,802 

19,328 

217 

312 

4,386 

1,555 

24 

911 

620 

2.839 

530 

157 

2,152 

776 

449 

326 

1,066 

11 

8 

117 

4 

205 

137 

288 

296 



Total. 



135,947 

117,761 

2,762 

2,473 

2,644 

5,189 

1,994 

62 

1,427 

2,936 

1,768 

1,400 

16,827 

65,262 

567 

834 

11.626 

4,417 

88 

2,634 

1,696 

8,253 

1,483 

521 

6,249 

1,863 

1.147 

716 

3,653 

17 

14 

395 

9 

549 

461 

803 

1.415 



CniLDREh 


r. 


Total 
em- 
ployed. 




Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


2,799 


2,732 


5,531 


141,478 


3.9 


2,383 


2,408 


4,791 


122,552 


3.9 


47 


57 


104 


2,866 


3.6 


39 


119 


158 


2,631 


6.0 


8 


4 


12 


2,656 


0.45 


171 


160 


331 


5,520 


6.0 


29 


14 


43 


2,037 


2.1 


1 


2 


3 


66 


4.6 


63 


82 


136 


1,562 


8.6 


68 


34 


92 


3,028 


3.0 


90 


80 


170 


1,938 


5.7 


39 


24 


63 


1,463 


4.3 


485 


425 


910 


17,737 


6.1 


1,012 


1,022 


2,034 


67,286 


3.0 


23 


22 


46 


612 


7.4 


32 


21 


53 


887 


6.0 


296 


342 


638 


12,264 


5.2 


.98 


78 


176 


4,693 


3.8 




1 


1 


89 


1.1 


48 


12 


60 


2,694 


2.2 


50 


65 


116 


1,810 


6.4 


227 


174 


401 


8,654 


4.6 


33 


33 


66 


1,549 


4.3 


13 


9 


22 


543 


4.1 


181 


132 


313 


6,562 


4.8 


51 


36 


87 


1,950 


4.5 


11 


1 


12 


1,159 


1.0 


40 


35 


75 


791 


9.6 


40 


36 


76 


3,729 

17 

14 

396 


2.0 










1 




1 


0.25 








9 
560 




3 


8 


11 


2.0 


3 


4 


7 


458 


1.5 


23 


16 


39 


842 


4.6 


10 


8 


18 


1.433 


1.3 
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The following table shows the number of men, women, boys, and 
girls employed in the State, by counties, cities, and towns: 



The State, CouNTiBa, CmES, and Towns. 



THE STATE 

Pbovidence County. 

Burrillville 

Central Falls 

Cranston 

Cumberiand 

East Providence 

Glocester 

Johnston 

Lincoln 

North Providence. . 

North Smithfield... 

Pawtucket 

Providence 

Scituate 

Smithfield 

Woonsocket 

Bristol County 

Harrington 

Bristol 

Warren 

Kent County 

Coventry 

East Greenwich 

Warwick 

Newport County 

Tiverton 

Washington County 

Exeter 

Hopkinton 

North Kingstown.. . 

Richmond 

South Kingstown. . . 

Westerly 



Men. 


Women. 


Boys 
under 16. 


Giria 
under 16. 


36.277 


28,064 


1.942 


2.000 


27,862 


23.242 


1,652 


1.689 


1,773 


931 


46 


67 


762 


1,065 


31 


92 


436 


135' 


4 


4 


2.571 


1.951 


137 


160 


386 


137 


25 


7 


42 


20 


1 


2 


628 


799 


53 


82 


2.136 


659 


66 


34 


1.008 


760 


90 


80 


883 


517 


39 


24 


5,234 


5.527 


426 


397 


7,461 


7.114 


371 


478 


350 


217 


23 


22 


612 


312 


32 


21 


3.680 


3.088 


218 


229 


1,269 


803 


88 


68 


64 


24 
241 




1 


204 


39 


12 


1,001 


638 


49 


56 


4,953 


2.752 


227 


174 


915 


621 


33 


33 


229 


160 


13 


9 


3,809 


2.081 


181 


132 


390 


326 


40 


35 


390 


326 


40 


36 


1,803 


941 


35 


34 


6 


8 
117 
205 






252 


1 
3 




344 


8 


314 


137 


3 


4 


605 


278 


23 


16 


382 


196 


5 


6 
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The foregoing table comprises the reports from establishments 
engaged in manufacture or finishing of cotton and woolen cloths and 
yarns, silk goods, thread, tapes, braids, and twines. The number of 
employees in these industries was divided as follows: 

Males of sixteen years and over 36,277 

Females of sixteen years and over 28,064 

Total adults 64,341 

Males under sixteen years of age 1,942 

Females under sixteen years of age 2,000 

Whole number of children 3,942 

Total number employed in textile industries 68,283 

Compared with those of last year's report, the foregoing figures 
show an increase of four thousand seven hundred and ninety-three 
(4,793) in the number of adults employed; an increase of two hun- 
dred and seventy-eight (278) in the number of children employed; 
and a total increase of five thousand and seventy-one (5,071) in the 
whole number employed in the textile industries. The percentage 
of child labor in these industries remains the same as last year — 5.8. 

The following table gives a summary of the statistics of the re- 
ports of this department for the years that the factory inspection 
law has been in force: 
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Year. 



Number 
of places 
visited. 


Number 
of adults 
employed. 


Number 
of children 
employed. 


Total 

number 

employed. 


294 


55,109 


6,217 


60,326 


293 


53,523 


4,473 


67,966 


379 


50.068 


4,065 


64,133 


355 


56,072 


4,786 


60,858 


433 


63.259 


4,539 


67,79& 


649 


72.296 


4.666 


76,692 


595 


76.552 


6.253 


81,805 


617 


81,496 


5,068 


86.564 


628 


86,043 


5,477 


91,520 


644 


90,165 


6,451 


96,616 


653 


88,545 


5,895 


94,444 


1.508 


112,377 


6.917 


119,249 


1,742 


123,112 


6,932 


130,044 


1,899 


131,059 


6,150 


137,209 


1,913 


122,060 


4,924 


126,984 


1,973 


135,947 


5,531 


141.478 



Percentage 

of 
children. 



1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 



8.5 
7.7 
7.6 
7.9 
6.6 
6.0 
6.4 
5.8 
6.0 
6.7 
6.2 
6.8 
6.3 
4.5 
3.9 
3.9 



RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Section 22 of Chapter 168 of the General Laws prohibits the 
employment of women, and minors under sixteen years of age, more 
than fifty-six hours in a week. I recommend that this section be 
made a part of the factory inspection law, thereby applying to all 
classes of employment now covered by that law. I also call your 
attention to the inconsistency of enacting, in the interest of the phy- 
sical welfare of women, a provision that prohibits their employ- 
ment for more than fifty-six hours in a week, and still permits them 
to work that fifty-six hours on a night schedule — an employment 
that is manifestly more injurious to the health than a sixty-hour 
schedule of daytime work would be. 

Several cases have been called to my attention in which it has 
been impossible for children to furnish the necessary birth certificate, 
baptismal certificate, or passport, and have consequently been.denied 
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the age certificate which would enable them to get employment. I 
recommend that the law be amended so that in cases where the 
impossibility of obtaining such proof of age is evident, such evidence, 
other than the afiidavit of parent or guardian, as shall be approved 
by the Commissioner of Public Schools shall be accepted by him, 
and he be authorized to issue a special certificate which shall entitle 
the child to receive employment. 

I renews for the tenth time my recommendation that all children 
under sixteen years of age, who are unable to read and write simple 
sentences in the English language, be prohibited from employment. 

I also renew the recommendation made last year, that provision 
be made for some physical test for children seeking employment. 

PROSECUTIONS. 

There have been four cases of prosecution for violation of the child 
labor law during the year, all of which are still pending. 

ACCIDENTS. 

During the past year eighty accidents have been reported, seven 
of which were fatal. Of these fatalities, but three were caused by 
machinery. The particulars are given as follows: 

February 10, 1909. Vaseleos Teuskes, aged 21 years, employed 
by Forestdale Mfg. Co., Forestdale, to operate an elevator. The 
elevator was at the bottom floor. A girl on an upper floor signalled 
for him to come up. He started the elevator and was seen by the 
girl to immediately fall upon the gate. The girl was so frightened 
that she did not think to stop the elevator, but shouted for help; but 
before help arrived his body was caught between the elevator and 
the floor above, and he was taken out dead. What caused him to 
fall over is not known. 

February 18, 1909. James Abraham, aged 20 years, employed at 
the Sayles Bleacheries, Saylesville. He was at work guiding a rope 
of cloth into a white chemic bin. As sometimes happens, the cloth 
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was caught up by the rollers through which it runs. Instead of 
throwing off the belt, he followed a common custom of grasping the 
cloth and setting back his weight upon it to throw off the belt; but 
in this instance the belt did not slip, and .he, becoming entangled in 
the cloth, was drawn up over the shaft and killed. 

April 19, 1909. Charles Rossi, aged 23 years, employed at the 
Esmond Mills, Esmond, went into the "lint pit," under the napping 
room, to clean out the dust pipes, which had become clogged with 
waste, and, in some manner unknown, the lint was ignited and set 
fire to his clothing and burned him severely all over his body, and 
particularly about his head and the upper part of his body. Dr. 
A. W. Hughes, of Greenville, who was passing, was called in, and 
rendered such aid as was possible, after which the man was removed 
to the Rhode Island Hospital, for treatment, where he died the 
next morning. There was no lantern, electric light, or any artificial 
light in the "lint pit," at the time of the accident. 

Sunday evening, October 10, 1909. George B. Carey, employed 
by the Narragansett Electric Lighting company, was directing the 
work of some men hoisting a motor to the ceiling in the mill of the 
Nornay Worsted Co., Providence, when the chain fall broke and 
Mr. Carey was pitched headlong to the floor, and it is thought, the 
motor fell on top of him. He died half an hour later at the Rhode 
Island Hospital. 

November 4, 19C(9. John Brophy, aged 30, a machinist's helper, 
at the Phillipsdale Paper Mills, Phillipsdale, grasped a belt on a 
moving shaft, and the belt pulled him in and wound him around 
the shaft. He received injuries which proved fatal. 

November 18, 1909. Gilbert Allen, aged 53 years, employed at 
the Esmond Mills, Esmond, as a teamster. He was dumping a tip- 
cart load, and the body of the cart came back, striking him in the 
stomach, inflicting injuries from which he died a few days later. 

December 5, 1909. Antonio Tocci, aged 42 years, employed at 
the Phillipsdale Paper Mills, Phillipsdale, was working in the boiler 
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toom, cleaning up, when a blow-off pipe burst. He was scalded 
with hot water, his injuries proving fatal. 

Of the remaining seventy-three accidents, but eighteen were very- 
serious. They were as follows: 

December 23, 1908. Anida Peterson, aged 21 years, employed 
by Nicholson File Co., Providence, caught in cutting machine, losing 
first finger of right hand. 

January 1, 1909. Daniel O'Brien, aged 22 years, employed at 
Sayles Bleacheries, Saylesville, caught by pump, and ankle fractured. 

January 23, 1909. Frank' P. Carson, aged 50 years, employed by 
J. & P. Coats, Pawtucket, caught in elevator, breaking his leg. 

February 9, 1909. Earl Curtis, aged 16 years, employed by Glen- 
iirk Knitting Co., Woonscoket, in bleach house. Glass rod broke, 
•cutting right eye so severely that its removal was necessary. 

February 18, 1909. Carmina Lunin, employed by Lorraine Mfg. 
Co., Pawtucket. While pulling waste out of cotton card, his right 
hand caught in licker-in, taking off index and middle fingers at 
Jmuckles. 

March 1, 1909. Antonio Bell, employed at the National and 
Providence Worsted Mills, Olneyville, was caught by a belt, re- 
sulting in the breaking of three ribs and several slight bruises. 

March 13, 1909. Alphonsine Leprese, aged 20 years, employed 
At White Rock Mill, Westerly, was caught by overhead shaft in wheel- 
room, and scalp torn off. % 

March 19, 1909. Manuel Massa, aged 17 years, employed by Lor- 
Taine Mfg. Co., Pawtucket. Right hand caught in gears of spinning 
frame, taking off three fingers and part of hand. He was cleaning 
the machine while running, which is contrary to the rules. 

May 18, 1909. Jeremiah Powers, aged 50 years, employed at Glen- 
lyon Dye Works, Saylesville. Fell from ladder and fractured elbow. 

May 25, 1909. Ernest Nason, aged 40 years, employed by Cromp- 
ton Co., Crompton. Was operating corduroy cutting machine. 
The index, middle, and third fingers of left hand were crushed, and 
the middle finger had to be amputated. 
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June 17. 1909, Joseph Fountain, aged 42 years, employed at In- 
terlaken Mills, Harris. He was riding on an elevator and the rope 
broke, and he was severely injured. 

June 17, 1909. Joseph Robideau, aged 35 years, employed at 
Interlaken Mills, at Harris. Was riding on elevator and the rope 
broke, and he he was very severely injured. 

June 22, 1909. Gennaro Pistores, aged 22 years, employed by 
Lorraine Mfg. Co., Pawtucket. While cleaning and picking waste 
from worsted carding machine, left hand was caught between cylin- 
ders, jamming middle finger so that it was necessary to amputate 
it at the second joint. 

July 24, 1909. Charles Smith, aged 35 years, employed at Inter- 
laken Dye Works, Arkwright. Hand caught in friction calender,, 
necessitating the amputation of the little finger. 

August 24, 1909. Jerry Higgins, 22 years of age, employed by 
Nicholson File Co., Providence. Was operating a press, and cut off 
ends of second and third fingers. 

November 9, 1909. John Throp, aged 35 years, employed at Glen- 
lyon Dye Works, Saylesville. Was caught in singeing machine, break- 
ing an arm. 

November 10, 1909. Ernest Collins, aged 18 years, en;iployed 
by Crompton Co., Crompton. Was caught in velvet cutting ma- 
chine and back of right hand burned and bruised, palm lacerated, 
and three tendons severed. 

November 22, 1909. John Loreno, aged 20 years, employed by 
Lorraine Mfg. Co., Pawtucket. His jumper caught in belt of cotton 
card, throwing him against stud on card, causing a fracture of the 
skull. 

I am pleased to acknowledge the faithful and efiicient services of 
my assistants. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. ELLERY HUDSON, 

Chief Factory Inspector. 
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FACTORY INSPECTION LAW. 



CHAPTER 78. 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 68 OF THE GENERAL Gen. Laws of 

1909 

LAWS, "OF FACTORY INSPECTION." '- 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. No child under thirteen years of age shall, on children under 

13 years of age 

or before the thirty-first day of December, A. D. 1906, and no njjj ^^f^J 
child under fourteen years of age shall, after said thirty-first ihOTe.* ^^^' 
day of December, A. D. 1906, be employed or permitted or Not to be em- 
suffered to work in any factory, manufacturing or business i4°year?of*Ige 

after December 

establishment within this state; and no child under sixteen 3i, i906. 
years of age shall be employed or permitted or suffered to work ^^ cwid under 
in any factory or manufacturing or business establishment to^^iowed^ 

to work be- 
within this state between the hours of eight o'clock in the ^q^qJ^Ip m. 

afternoon of any day and six o'clock in the forenoon of the wherl^* ^" 

following day: Provided, however, that this restriction as to Exceptions. 

hours of work shall not apply to mercantile establishments on 

Saturdays, or on either of the four days immediately preceding 

Christmas in each year. No child under sixteen years of age no cwid under 

16 years of age 

shall be employed or permitted or suffered to work in any to be employed 

unless a certifi- 

factory or manufacturing or business establishment unless ge^?^ Ey%uch 
said child shall present to the person or corporation employing scWcom-*^* 
him or her a certificate, given by or under the direction of the 
school committee of the city or town in which said child resides, 
certifying, if said certificate is presented on or before the 

Certificate, 

thirty-first day of December, A. D. 1906, that such child has what to con- 
completed thirteen years of age, and if said certificate is pre- 
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sented after said thirty-first day of December, A. D. 1906, 
that said child has completed fourteen years of age, and stating 
the name, date, and place of birth of said child, which facts 
shall be substantiated by a duly attested copy of birth certifi- 
cate, baptismal certificate, or passport, stating also the name 
and place of residence of the person having control of such 
Exceptions. child I Provided, however, that all age certificates in force at the 
time of the passage of this act shall be valid until the first day 
of January, A. D. 1906, and no longer. All certificates required 
by this act relating to the qualification of children employed 
in any factory or manufacturing or business establishment 
be'k^Tl^y wn- ^^^^^^S Under the provision of this statute shall be kept by the 
^haiTbe^shown employer at the place where such child is employed, and shall 
Bpectore on de- be shown to the factory inspectors provided for in this chapter, 
or either or any of them, on demand by said inspector or in- 

Penalty for re- ^ r 

l^sSch^<»Tti- spectors; and the proprietor or manager of any such factory or 
ficate. manufacturing or business establishment who shall refuse to 

show to any factory inspector any such certificate when de- 
mand is made therefor shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 
and, on conviction, be punished by a fine of not less than ten 
Certificate to dollars uor morc than fifty dollars. When any child employed 

be surrendered 

terS^tY^ of ^^^®r ^^^ provisions of this section leaves his employment, the 
employment, p^j^on Or Corporation by whom such child has been employed 
shall, on demand by said child, deliver to him (or her) the 
certificate on the authority of which such child has been em- 
Certificateto pl^Y^d, or, if such Certificate is not demanded by said child, 
^h^°*c^nmit- shall within two weeks after said child has left the employment 
of said person or corporation send said certificate to the school 
committee which issued it, or such person as the school com- 
mittee may designate. The school committee of each town. 
Copy of certifi- Or such persou as the school committee may designate to issue 

cate tobeon .11*. i. • ini /?i 

file with school the Certificates provided for m this section, shall keep on file a 

committee. 

copy of each certificate granted, together with the evidences 
of the date of birth on the basis of which such certificate is 
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granted. The certificates provided for in this section shall 
be uniform throughout the state and in the following form or 
such substantially similar form as may be approved by the 
secretary of the state board of education. 

AGE AND SCHOOLING CERTIFICATE. Form of certifi- 

cate. 

This certifies that I am the (father, mother, guardian, or 
custodian) of (name of child) and that (he or she) 

was bora at (name of town or city) in the county 

of (name of county, if known) and state (or 

country) of on the (day and year of birth) 

and is now (number of years and months) 
old. 

Signature of (father, mother, guardian, or custodian.) 
(Town or city and date.) 

There personally appeared before me the above-named 
(name of person signing) , and made oath that the 

foregoing certificate by (him or her) signed is true to the best 
of (his or her) knowledge and belief. I hereby approve the 
foregoing certificate of (name of child) height 

(feet and • inches) eyes (color) com- 

plexion (fair or dark) hair (color) having no 

sufficient reason to doubt that (he or she) is of the age therein 
certified and is apparently in sound health and physically able 
to perform the work which (he or she) intends to do. 

This certificate belongs to (name of child in whose behalf 
it is drawn), * and is to be surrendered to (him or 

her) whenever (he or she) leaves the service of the corporation 
or employer holding the same; but if not claimed by said child 
within two weeks from such time it shall be returned to the 
school committee or such person as such committee may 
designate. 
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What deemed 
to be employ- 
ment under 
this act. 



Exceptions, as 
amended April 
231 1907. 



Factory in- 
spectors, how 
appointed and 
term of. * 



Vacancies, 
how filled. 



Duties of. 



(Signature of person authorized to approve and sign, with 
official character or authority.) 
(Town or city, and date)." 

Sec. 2. Every person, firm, or corporation doing business 
within thig state employing five or more persons or employing 
any child under sixteen years of age shall be subject to the 
provisions of this chapter, whatever shall be the business con- 
ducted by said person, firm, or corporation: Provided, however, 
that the provisions of this act shall not apply to children 
employed in household service or in agricultural pursuits; 
and provided, further, that said provisions shall not apply to the 
employment of children in the vocation, occupation, or service 
of rope or wire walking, or as gymnasts, wrestlers, contortion- 
ists, equestrian performers, or acrobats, riders upon bicycles or 
mechanical contrivances, or in any dancing, theatrical, or 
musical exhibition, but the employment of children in any 
vocation, occupation, or service enumerated in this proviso 
shall continue to be governed by the provisions of the General 
Laws, Chapter 115, and the several amendments thereof. 

Sec. 3. The governor shall, in the week following the pas- 
sage of this act, and in the month of January of every third 
year hereafter, appoint, with the advice and consent of the 
senate, one chief and two assistant factory inspectors, one of 
whom shall be a woman, whose term of office shall be three 
year and until their successors shall be so appointed and 
qualified. Any vacancy which may occur in said offices when 
the senate is not in session shall be filled by the governor until 
the next session thereof, when he shall, with the advice and 
consent of the senate, appoint some person to fill such vacancy 
for the remainder of the term. Said inspector shall be em- 
powered to visit and inspect, at all reasonable hours and as 
often as practicable, the factories, workshops, and other estab- 
lishments in this state subject to the provisions of this chapter, 
and shall report to the general assembly of this state at its 
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January session in each year, including in said reports the 
name of the factories, the number of such hands employed, 
and the number of hours of work performed in each week. It 
shall also be the duty of said inspectors to enforce the provisions 
of this chapter and prosecute all violation of the same before 
any court of competent jurisdiction in the state. The name 
and residence of any child found working without the certificate 
provided for in section one of this chapter shall be reported by 
the chief factory inspector to the school committee in the city 
or town where such child resides. Said inspectors shall devote 
their whole time and attention to the duties of their respective 
offices, under the direction of the chief inspector. The annual ^ , 

' ^ Salary of. 

salary of the chief inspector shall be two thousand dollars, and 
each of the assistant inspectors fifteen hundred dollars. 

Sec. 4. All necessary expenses incurred by such inspectors Expenses, 
in the discharge of their duties shall be paid from the funds 
of the state, upon the presentation of proper vouchers for the 
same approved by the governor: Provided, that not more than 
two thousand dollars in the aggregate shall be expended by 
the said inspectors in any one year. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the owner, agent, or lessee Hoisting-ehafts 

- . M 1 !• t *°*^ weU-holes 

of any such factory, manufacturmg or mercantile establish- tobewoperiy 
ment, where hoisting-shafts or well-holes are used, to cause 
the same to be properly and substantially enclosed or secured 
if, in the opinion of the inspectors, it is necessary to protect 
the life or limbs of those employed in such establishments. 
It shall be the duty of the owners, agent, or lessee to provide 
or to cause to be provided such proper trap or automatic 
doors, so fastened in or at all elevator-ways as to form sub- 
stantial surfaces when closed, and so constructed as to open 
and close by action of the elevator in its passage either ascend- 
ing or descending, if so directed by said factory inspectors or 
either one of them. 
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Minor under Sec. 6. No minor Under sixteen years of age shall be al- 

sixteen years '^ ^ 

de^^i^chin-^ lowed to clean machinery while in motion, unless the same is 
motion. * Belt- uecessary and is approved by said inspectors as not dangerous. 

ing and gearing 

to be guarded. All belting and gearing shall be provided with proper safeguard. 

Acd^*8j« be Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the owners or superintend- 

in what time, ^j^^ ^^ report in writing to the factory inspectors all fatal 
accidents within forty-eight hours after their occurrence; and 
all accidents which prevent the injured person or persons from 
returning to work within two weeks after the injury shall, 
within one week after the expiration of such two weeks, be 
reported in writing by the person in charge of such establish- 
ment or place to the said inspectors, stating as fully as pos- 
sible the -cause of such accidents. 

Water-closets, Sec. 8. Water-closcts, earth-closets, or privies shall be 

and separate ' ' ^ 

to b^'S?^^^ provided in all places where women and children are em- 
^r^womenan pj^y^j^ jj^ g^^jj^ manner as shall, in the judgment of said in- 
spectors, meet the demands of health and propriety. Sep- 
arate dressing-rooms for women and girls shall be provided 
in all establishments where such are deemed a necessity by 
said factory inspectors; and in every manufacturing, me- 
chanical, or mercantile establishment in which women and girls 
are employed there shall be provided, conveniently located, 
seats for, such women and girls, and they shall be permitted 
to use them when their duties do not require their standing. 
Duties of in- Sec. 9. If the factory inspectors, or either one of them, 

spectors. 

find that the heating, lighting, ventilation, or sanitary arrange- 
ment of any shop or factory is such as to be injurious to the 
health of the persons employed therein, or that the means of 
egress in case of fire or other disaster is not sufficient or in 
accordance with all the requirements of law, or that the belt- 
ing, shafting, gearing, elevators, drums, and machinery in 
shops and factories are located so as to be dangerous to em- 
ployees, and not sufficiently guarded, or that the vats, pans, 
or structures filled with molten metal or hot liquid are not 
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surrounded with proper safeguards for preventing accident 
or injury to those employed at or near them, either or both 
shall notify the proprietor of such factory or workshop to 
make the alterations or additions necessary within ninety days; 
and if such alterations or additions are not made within ninety 
days from the day of such notice, or within such time as such 
alterations can be made with proper diligence upon the part 
of said proprietors, said proprietors or agents shall be deemed 
guilty of violating the provisions of this chapter, subject, how- 
ever, to the right of appeal as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 10. Any person who is aggrieved by any order of Appeal from 

order of fac- 

said inspectors may appeal therefrom to the district court of to'diitS??*^*^'^^ 
the judicial district in which the building which is the subject *^"^ 
of the order is situated, by filing his reasons of appeal within 
seven days after the date of the order appealed from, and by 
giving notice thereof to the inspector who made the order 
within forty-eight hours after filing said reasons of appeal; and 
said court shall proceed to hear the said appeal at its first ses-; 
sion after such notice shall have been given, and shall approve, 
modify, or revoke said order as it may deem right, subject, 
however, to the right of a jury trial after decision, as pre- 
scribed in section ^even of chapter two hundred thirty-seven. 
And any such decision of said court from which a jury trial is 
not claimed shall be final and conclusive. 
Sec. 11. The state shall provide a suitable office for the use Factory inspec- 

. 1 • 1 <i . ^^ ^ have an 

of said factory inspectors; and said factory inspectors shall office. 
have the power to administer oaths or affirmations in cases Mayadminis- 

' ter oaths. 

where persons desire to verify documents connected with the 
proper enforcement of this chapter. 

Sec. 12. Any person or corporation who employs a child Penalties, 
under sixteen years of age without the certificate required by 
section one of this chapter, or who makes a false statement 
in regard to any part required by such certificate or who 
violates any of the provisions of this chapter, or who suf- 

17 
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fers or permits any child or woman to be employed in vio- 
lation of its provisions, shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and on conviction shall be punished by a fine of 
not more than five hundred dollars: Provided, however, that 
this section shall not apply to that portion of section one of 
this chapter which fixes the penalty for the refusal to show 
to the inspector any certficate provided for in that section. 
Printed copies Sec. 13. A printed copy of this chapter shall be posted by 

of this chapter * '^'^ ^ tr ^ 

whe?er**^' the inspectors in each work-room of every factory, manu- 
facturing or mercantile establishment where persons are em- 
ployed who are affected by the provisions of this chapter. 

Inspectors are Sec. 14. The iuspcctors crcatcd by section three of this 

not required to 

lam5e for^cOTts. chapter shdl not be required to give surety nor personal 



recognizance for costs. 



Passed Sept. AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF AND IN ADDITION TO CHAP- 

20 1899 

TER 68 OF THE GENERAL LAWS. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. The factory inspectors created under section 
three of chapter 1215 of the PubUc Laws shall, in addi- 
tion to their duties therein provided, enforce the provisions 
of section twenty-two, chapter one hundred ninety-eight, 
of the General Laws, and of any acts in amendment 
thereof or in addition thereto, and may prosecute all viola- 
tions of the same before any court of competent jurisdiction 
in the state. 

Sec. 2. The said factory inspectors shall not be required 
to give surety nor personal recognizance for costs in making 
complaints in accordance with the provisions of section one 
of this act. 

Section 22, Chapter 198, of the General Laws, reads as follows: 

"Sec. 22. No minor under sixteen years of age, and no 
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woman, shall be employed in laboring in any manufacturing 
establishment more than ten hours in any day, except when 
it is necessary to make repairs to prevent the interruption 
of the ordinary running of the machinery, or when a different 
apjportionment of the hours of labor is made for the sole pur- 
pose of making a shorter day's work for one day of the week; 
and in no case shall the hours of labor exceed fifty-eight in a 
week. Every employer shall post in a conspicuous place, in 
every room where such persons are employed, a printed notice 
stating the number of hours' work required of them on each 
day of the week; and the employment of any such person for a 
longer time in any day than so stated shall be deemed a viola- 
tion of this section, unless it appears that such employment 
is to make up for time lost on some previous day of the same 
week in consequence of the stopping of machinery upon which 
such person was employed or dependent for employment: 
Provided, that the provisions of this section shall not be con- 
strued to enlarge or impair any restriction placed upon the 
employment of any minor mentioned in chapter sixty-four." 



AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 108 OF THE GENERAL Paswd April 3 

LAWS. ^592^ 

It 18 enacted by the General Assembly (W follows: 

Section 1. Section 15 of Chapter 108 of the General Laws 
is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 15. Every elevator used for conveying persons or 
goods from one story to another of any building, the well of 
which elevator is not so protected as to be inaccessible from 
without while the elevator is moving, shall have attached to it 
some suitable appliance which shall give automatically, at 
all times, on every floor of said building which it approaches. 
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a distinct, audible, warning-signal that said elevator is in 
motion." 

' Sec. 2. Section 16 of Chapter 108 of the General Laws, as 
amended by Chapter 921 of the Public Laws, passed Novem- 
ber 22, 1901, is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 16. All hoistway and elevator openings through 
floors where there is no shaft shall be protected by suflScient 
railings, gates, trap-doors, or other mechanical devices equiv- 
alent thereto, and the same shall be kept closed in the night 
time or when not in use. Every passenger elevator, except 
plunger elevators, shall be provided with some safety arrange- 
ment to prevent falling, and every passenger elevator shall be 
fitted with some suitable device to prevent the elevator car 
from being started until the door or doors opening into the 
elevator shaft are closed; and no person under the age of eigh- 
teen years shall take charge of or operate any passenger 
elevator. 

"It shall be the duty of every inspector of buildings elected 
or empowered under the provisions of this chapter to inspect 
all elevators in every building within his jurisdiction, and it 
. shall be the duty of the factory inspectors appointed op em- 
powered under the provisions of Chapter 68 of the General 
Laws to inspect all elevators in every building within their 
jurisdiction in any city or town where there is no inspector 
of buildings, and it shall be the duty of said inspectors of 
buildings and said factory inspectors to notify the lessee and 
owner or some one of the owners of every building in which 
an elevator shall be used or operated contrary to the provisions 
of this and the preceding section, of such violation and require 
the lessee and owner or some one of the owners of said build- 
ing, within thirty days after the receipt of such notice, to com- 
ply with the provisions of said sections, and it shall be the duty 
of said lessee and owner or owners to comply with such require- 
ment. 
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"The owner or owners of any building or premises under 
lease, and their servants and agents, may enter upon such 
leased building or premises for the public welfare, with the 
purpose of making said building comply with the provisions of 
this and the preceding section, and may remain thereon dur- 
ing such time as may reasonably be required for the per- ' 
formance of such work as may be necessary to effect said pur- 
pose, interfering with the lessee no more than may be necessary. 

"In all cases in which any person shall suffer injury or in 
which the death of any person shall ensue in consequence of 
the failure of the lessee or owner or owners of any building 
to comply with the provisions of this and the preceding section, 
or in consequence of the failure of said lessee or owner or owners 
to comply with the written notice and iequirement of any in- 
spector of buildings or factory inspector, when made in con- 
formity to the provisions of this and the preceding section, 
such lessee and owner or owners shall be jointly and severally 
liable to any person so injured in an action of trespass on the 
case for damages for such injury, and in case of death such lessee 
and owner or owners shall be jointly and severally liable in 
damages for the injury caused by the death of such person, to 
be recovered by action of trespass on the case, in the same 
manner and for the benefit of the same persons as is provided 
in sections fourteen and fifteen of chapter two hundred thirty- 
three; which action, when the lessee and the owner are non- 
residents, may be commenced by attachment. It shall be 
no defence to said action that the person injured, or whose 
death ensues as aforesaid, had knowledge that any elevator 
was being operated in said building contrary to the provisions 
of this and the preceding section, or that such person con- 
tinued to ride in said elevator with said knowledge. 

"The lessee or owner or owners of any building, or in case 

such lessee or owner, or any of them, be non compos mentis, 

' or a minor, the guardian of any such lessee or owner, or in 
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case such lessee or owner, or any of them, be a non-resident, 
the agent of any such lessee or owner having charge of such 
property, who shall neglect or fail to comply with the provisions 
of this and the preceding section shall be fined not less than 
five dollars nor more than ten dollars for each day that an 
elevator shall be used or operated in said building contrary 
to the provisions of this and the preceding section. In case 
there shall be several such lessees or owners or agents in charge 
of any building in which an elevator shall be used or operated 
contrary to the provisions of this and the preceding section, 
proceedings may be had against any or all of them jointly, 
or against any one of them, for the recovery of such fine." 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect from and after the first 
day of October, A. D. 1902, and all acts and parts of acts in- 
consistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTEE 1636. 



Paased April ^^ ^^T TO DIMINISH DANGER TO LIFE IN CASE OF FIRE. 

22. 1908. 

It is enacted by the Oeneral Assembly as follows: 



Provisions of 
this act to ap- 

Eljr to what 
luldings. 



Doors or win- 
dows of or to 
any exit or fire 
escape to be 
so arranged as 
to swing out- 
ward. 



No doors or 
windows to be 
locked while i 
occupied by an 
audience. 



Section 1. The provisions of this act shall apply to all 
buildings already erected or that may be hereafter erected 
in any and all the cities and towns of the state, except as 
herein otherwise provided. 

Sec. 2. All theatres, halls, churches, and schoolhouses 
shall have the doors or windows of or to any exit or fire 
escape, and of any opening thereto, so arranged as to swing 
outward; and at no time when any show, performance, 
exhibition, dance, ball, fair, service, or session is being given 
or held therein, or any audience shall be present therein, 
shall said doors or windows be locked. 
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Sec. 3. In every theatre and hall there shall be stationed Competent 

•' person to be 

on each floor and gallery a competent adult person, who l^jj^w o? 

shall keep the doors or windows of or to each exit or fire hau!*'* *** 

escape, and of any opening thereto, on such floor or gallery, 

unlocked and ready for instant use during the time every 

show, performance, or exhibition is being given or held, or 

any audience is present, therein. The doors or windows of Doors or win- 
dows of or to 
or to every exit or fire escape, and openings thereto, of every ^^^ °^?^%^ 

escftpes to oe 

theatre and hall shall be plainly and legibly marked as such jJIrkai. 
by letters not less than six inches in length, and by a red ^^^ ^^^^^ 
light which shall at all times be kept burning while any kept%urning. 
audience is present, and all lights therein shall be kept 
burning while the audience is leaving the building. 

Sec. 4. The stage and accessories thereto of every theatre Theatre stage 

tfO I36 00 11113 Dod 

in each city or town where there is a public water service, with an auto- 
matic sprinkler 

and also, when deemed necessary by the ofiicers specified system. 

in this section, the stage and accessories thereto of every 

place of amusement in any building therein, shall be 

equipped with an automatic sprinkler system, satisfactory 

in all its arrangements to the inspector of buildings, if any, 

and the board of fire commissioners, if any, or if not any, 

the chief of the fire department ; said system to be connected 

with the public high-pressure water service were available. 

One or more incombustible ventilators shall be placed over ventilators, 

the central portion of the stage in every theatre, such vea- placed, and 

now arranged. 

tilator or ventilators to have a total area equal at least to 
one-tenth of the area of the stage floor, and shall be pro- 
vided with counter-balanced valves or louvres, and arranged 
to open automatically by the action of heat or fire, and also 
so that the same may be operated from the floor of the stage 
by metallic connections running thereto. The proscenium Fireproof cur- 

tains to be pro* 

arch opening in every theatre shall be provided with an vid«d. 
asbestos or equally fireproof curtain, arranged for quick and 
easy action, and shall be fully operated immediately before 
the beginning of each show, performance, or exhibition 
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Fire alarm box 
to be installed 
in every the- 
atre. 



Police call box 
to be installed 
in every the- 
atre. 



AislQs or pas- 
sasewavs not 
to be obstruct- 
ed. 



Certain houses 
having accom- 
modations for 
25 or more per- 
sons, subject 
to provisions 
of section 2 of 
this act. 



Doors and win- 
dows to swing 
outward. 



therein. In each city or town where there is a public water 
service, suitable hose and a sufficient supply of water shall 
be furnished for use in case of fire in such theatre. 

Sec. 6. The board of fire commissioners^ or, in case there 
is no such board, the chief of the fire department, of every 
city shall cause to be installed and maintained in every 
theatre therein a fire alarm box, and shall station in every 
theatre, during the time any audience is present therein, a 
fireman, and the person or persons holding the license for 
the same shall pay such city for the attendance of such fire- 
man the sum of two dollars for every day during which any 
performance, show, or exhibition shall be given therein. The 
board of police commissioners, or, in case there is no such 
board, the chief of police, of every city shall cause to be in- 
stalled and maintained in every theatre therein a police call 
box. 

Sec. 6. No obstruction of any kind shall be placed in the 
aisles or passageways leading to any exit or fire escape, or 
any openings thereto, of any theatre, hall, church, or school 
while any show, performance, exhibition, dance, ball, fair, 
service, or session is being given or held therein, o^ while 
any audience is present therein. 

Sec. 7. All poorhouses, orphan asylums, homes main- 
tained in whole or part by any public, religious, charitable, 
or benevolent institution, hospitals, hotels, and licensed 
lodging-houses, which severally have twenty-five or more 
inmates, or permanent accommodations for twenty-five or 
more persons, shall have the doors or windows of or to any 
exit or fire escape so arranged as to swing outward. All 
buildings used as factories, laundries, or workshops, in 
whole or in part, in which buildings, severally, twenty-five or 
more persons are employed, shall have the doors or windows 
of or to any exit or fire escape so arranged as to swing out- 
ward. All factories, laundries, workshops, or rooms in any 
building where the entrance thereto is from a corridor or 
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hallway, and in which factories, laundries, workshops, or 

rooms, severally, twenty-five or more persons are employed, 

shall have the doors of entrance thereto so arranged as to 

swing" outward. If any such door or window of such factory, j^^^^ ^^ ^^ 

laundry, workshop, or room shall be locked or fastened rieeretc.flSt" 

during working hours the lock or fastening shall be such, during^work- 

and kept in such condition, that the same can be easily and that they can- 

quickly unlocked or unfastened by any person from the Im^/'^^"^ 

inside. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the owner or owners of Dutypf pwners 
every such building, or, in case the lessee or lessees thereof undw th£^ct. 
shall be required under the terms of his or their lease, the 
duty of such lessee or lessees, to comply with the structural 
and fixture requirements specified in this act and to furnish 
said hose and water, and to pay such city the cost of install^ 
ing said fire alarm and police call boxes. All other require- 
ments of this act, except as herein otherwise provided, shall 
be performed by the lessee or lessees of such theatre or hall, 
or by the person or persons holding the license therefor. 
In case the owner or owners or the lessee or lessees of any 
theatre or hall, or the person or persons holding the license 
therefor, shall neglect or refuse to comply with any of the 
obligations imposed upon them, respectively, by this act, the 
board of police commissioners, or officers or officers, or body 
authorized to issue such licenses, after giving the party or 
parties in interest an opportunity to be heard, may revoke 
or suspend any and all licenses for the giving or holding of 
any or all shows, performances, exhibitions, dances, balls, or 
fairs therein. 

Sec. 9. In every city or town, the inspector of buildings, jy^^^^ ^f city 
and any assistant inspector of buildings, any member of the fiSers*^def " 
board of police commissioners, the chief of police, any mem- 
ber of the board of fire commissioners, if any, the chief of 
the fire department, and any person charged hereunder with 
the enforcement of the provisions hereof, shall be at all 
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Penalties for 
not complying 
with provi- 
sions of this 
act. 



Duties of in- 
spectors of 
buildings and 
factories. 



reasonable times admitted free of charge into all parts of 
every theatre, hall, church, school, or other building, factory, 
laundry, or shop included within the provisions hereof, to 
ascertain whether the requirements of this act are complied 
with. 

Sec. 10. Any person, whose duty it is to comply with any 
of the provisions of this act, who shall neglect or refuse to 
comply with the same, shall be fined not exceeding one hun- 
dred dollars for each offence, and every day of such neglect 
or failure shall constitute a separate offence. The supreme 
court and the superior court within their respective jurisdic- 
tions shall have power to issue any extraordinary writs, or to 
proceed according to the course of equity, or both, to secure 
the fulfillment and execution of the provisions hereof. If 
any such remedy or proceeding is sought or brought in the 
superior court, it shall be in the court for the county in 
which the building is located. 

Seo. 11. It shall be the duty of the inspector of buildings 
of each city or town to enforce the structural and fixture 
requirements of this act. In any city or town, where there 
is no such inspector, it shall be the duty of each of the 
factory inspectors, and such person or persons as may be 
appointed for the purpose by any city or town council, to 
enforce the same. 

Seo. 12. This act shall take effect on October first, A. D. 
1908, and from said time all general or special acts or parts 
thereof inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
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